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COVID-19
“But God will never forget the needy; the hope of the
afflicted will never perish. Arise, LORD, do not let
mortals triumph; let the nations be judged in your
presence. Strike them with terror, LORD; let the
nations know they are only mortal.” (Ps. 9:18-20)

Quarantined!
We’ve held off writing until now since so
much has been in flux. We wanted to see how
things would shape up in Costa Rica, and we
needed some time to reflect on God’s Word,
take care of our church members and attend to
our school situation.
I imagine that our present condition is
similar to many others: schools closed,
churches closed, many businesses closed. We
have curfew at night and weekends - may not
circulate. Costa Rica’s main industry, tourism,
has completely closed and hundreds of
thousands are without work - and the
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foreseeable future
does not look good
at all.
For the entire week of Easter everyone had
to sit at home - very stiff fines were levied on
violators. Many are questioning the drastic
measures, since we have a relatively low
number of cases (650) and few deaths (6).
The Reformed community
We are happy to say that our church, school
and CLIR communities are well. CLIR
continues to print amid the confusion. Our
Christian School (CECRE) is giving classes by
various means, mostly internet. Our church is
having to resort to live streaming our service,
but we have had very good attendance in spite
of the obstacles. We are doing the best under
these circumstances.
Our deacons have
organized themselves with a food bank, and
several families have received help. Those
members who haven’t lost jobs are being
faithful with their offerings and tithes. Praise
the Lord!
Our school is suffering economically. As
various parents have either lost jobs or had their
salaries reduced, some were not able to pay this
month. Our teachers are presently on a 50%
reduction - in spite of the fact that they continue
to teach 100%. Great commitment! May God
reward our wonderful team.

Costa Rica under COVID-19
Our Christian response
Sorting out the reality of our situation will
most likely take a long time. As always,
politics and special interests get involved.
Corrupt people take advantage of crises, and
that is happening. So only in hindsight will
we be able to see better the whole panorama.
But the Christian does have an advantage,
for we know that all things are controlled by
God. And in this case, we have seen a
dramatic and sweeping humbling of the
world’s nations. As Psalm 9 says (quoted at
the beginning of this letter): “Strike them with
terror, LORD; let the nations know they are
only mortal.” God has indeed struck the
nations, and we have been found to be “merely
mortal”. That is an important lesson.

embrace when many have given themselves
over to mass hysteria.
2) We are only mortal. The nations and
their leaders are only mortal. In the last
instance they can’t save us. It would be
helpful if government leaders were more
humble, seeking to lead and protect their
nations as fellow mortals under God’s severe
hand, rather than as those who, because they
have power in their hands, act as demigods
possibly actually endangering their subjects’
welfare both present and future. Prayer is
necessary for all our leaders!

Our Psalm affirms two very important things
that we as Reformed Christians in Costa Rica
hope to communicate. 1) God will never
forget the weak who trust in Him. This
message of assurance is important for us to
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Work goes on!
Some of you know the problem we have with a
drainage ditch above our school. To make
matters worse, a light post was pulled out,
weakening an already eroded bank. Friends of
the school made a generous donation so that
Walter (church member and grandpa of CECRE
kids) could reinforce the whole corner. Now let
it rain!

Finished product!

CLIR Print Shop
still printing!
We are thankful that our printing operation can
continue. We have paper and ink and electricity, so
the presses don’t stop! Our next theological Journal
for pastors, leaders and lay people is almost ready.
The girls are collating, and the cover needs to be
printed.
CLIR continues to be committed to the PRINTED
word. There are many advantages to providing good
Reformed printed literature at a reasonable price.
This is CLIR’s goal, and your prayers and gifts are
helping to accomplish it!

We want to thank so many who remembered
our ministry and our family with Christmas
cards, and messages with concern for our
safety with the covid-19 virus. Thank you!
If you have Facebook, we try to
keep updated news posted. Check
it out: Reformed Missions in Latin
America

We depend upon our Lord for everything.
Please keep us all in prayer. Thank you so
much for generous gifts - this is an incredible
encouragement to all of us and lifts a huge
burden off our shoulders.

