
Eyes on Jesus – Run! (with perseverance)

A favorite text of mine is Hebrews 12:1,2 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 
great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing 
our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of 
faith.  MANY points for a sermon can come out 
of these two verses (!), but let us note just one 
main point.  Our life and service is compared to 
a race, one which might be long, and faces the 
difficulties of our own sin and obstacles to the 
faith in this world.  It requires fixing our eyes 
only on Jesus, and it requires perseverance. The 
one will produce the other. And “perseverance” 
is one of the most needed Christian qualities in 
our service to the kingdom.

“Pandemic perseverance”

The chaos and upheaval that the Covid 
pandemic has fostered is testing not only the 
perseverance of God’s people, but commitment 
to Christ’s kingdom.  Forced lockdowns have 
shown that some church members actually 
don’t really care about worshiping the Lord, 
and even after services are permitted, they 
haven’t returned.  In other cases,  economic 
uncertainty has caused sufficient consternation 
so as to envelop Christians in obsession with 
their personal finances, forgetting about God’s 
work in the world.

The Greens

Costa Rica News
New Year - 2021

February, 2021

Keep running!

The pandemic is under God’s control. 
Possibly some day we will understand better 
some of God’s purposes in permitting the 
whole situation.  In the meantime our call is 
to “keep running, all eyes on Jesus”.  Why 
on Jesus?  Because he ran first and opened 
the way to the Father.  The way has been 
opened; we just need to follow.,

School news

We send a huge “Muchas gracias!” to many 
individuals and churches that have 
communicated their desire to help our 
school in this coming year.  Enrollment has 
improved this last month, and we now have 
180 students.  200 students would cover 
costs, but we hope for a few more, and we 
have received commitments from friends 
and churches for extra help this year.  
Thank you very much!  This will greatly 
contribute to our “running the race” here in 
Costa Rica.  Words can’t express our 
gratitude to God and His people for the 
expressions of faithful solidarity!

School clases start February 8.  We ask 
for prayers for school personnel, 
parents and students.  Costa Rica is 
still in semi-pandemic conditions, 
representing many complications for 
all.  Support CECRE in prayer please!



Attention Deacons 
and Contributors!

The 2021 school year begins February 
8. Costa Rica continues to be on “half-
alert”. We continue to have high 
unemployment, heavy taxation (already 
begun), inflation (already begun) and 
other social and economic crises which 
are slowly improving.  You can make a 
special contribution toward 
Christian Education – see contact 
below.  We appreciate your prayers 
and gifts!

If you haven’t already, please subscribe to 
our website in order to receive updates on-
line:    
         www.reformedmissions.org
And check out our Facebook page:
Reformed Missions in Latin America

Centro Educativo Cristiano Reformado

Reformed Missions in Latin America

For information on how to 
donate, please contact:

Rev. Bill Green: clirprint@gmail.com
Al Rumph: albert.rumph@gmail.com
Duane Konynenbelt: 
duanekonynenbelt@gmail.com

CECRE STARTS CLASES FEBRUARY 8!

Things are bustling once again in the classrooms – THANKFULLY ! Teachers are back in 
classrooms, administrators are back in offices, and what a nice thing to see!  Even though the schools 
will only be permitted to hold classes 3 days a week, nevertheless everyone is anxious to get back to 
“real school”!  

God heard the prayers of many, and blessed the efforts of our team here.  At the beginning of the 
year we had only 140 enrolled – and with that number it was impossible to pay  teachers.  Many 
prayed, and many worked hard.  God responded to our need.  At the time of this writing we have 181 
students enrolled.  

Because many students receive tuition aid or discounts, this amount of students is still not enough to 
cover expenses (we need at least 200).  However, there have been several churches, organizations 
and individuals who have contacted us with commitments to assist financially our school for this 
year.  To God be the glory!  Just today we communicated to our teachers that their salaries were 
going back to 100%.  Needless to say there was rejoicing in Costa Rica.  Our teachers have been at 
50% for almost a year.  Very difficult for many.  But God is good, and we go forward in hope.

High school teachers meeting

http://www.reformedmissions.org/
mailto:albert.rumph@gmail.com


Gerson cuts the 
cover material

Thanks to the efforts and financial 
donation of the Escondido URC, CLIR 
obtained machinery which permits 
precise binding of sewn, hard-cover 
books.  We have an order for 1000 hard 
cover books to be shipped to Peru and 
the US.  The work is an historical 
overview of Reformed liturgies – a 
wonderful resource for theological 
Seminaries!

Praise the Lord with us, as CLIR 
continues to advance in our offer of more 
sophisticated resources for God’s Church 
in Spanish speaking countries.

News from CLIR
The year 2021 was a good year for CLIR in the printing aspect, and surprisingly, a 
good number of books were distributed also.  Obviously in-person conferences didn’t 
happen, but we sponsored 30 on-line conferences.  So the work continued!

In this edition we wish to highlight
a special printing we are doing right now

G Getza stamps the 
covers with our 3 
ton hot foil stamper

Getza on the ‘gluer’
and Gerson on the
‘smasher’
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